
and equalizing the circulation may be of considerable service.
Alcohol is not a stimulant to the nervous system. Its action
is that of a narcotic, relieving nervous strain, and promoting
rest. No other narcotic can be used so freely Avith so feAV in¬
jurious by-effects. Alcohol in disease is a A'aluable food, re¬

placing carbohydrates, and as a general rule saving proteid
metabolism. It places no tax on the digestive organs; if used
intelligently it increases their secretion. In Ioav and asthénie
conditions it may have also a favorable action on the hepatic
cells, stimulating them to increased activit}'. In infections of
all forms alcohol should be used cautiously. In large amounts
it probably Avili do harm by destroying the resisting poAVers
of the organism. The effect of alcohol A'aries much Avith the
individual and its employment demands much discrimination
and careful and frequent obseiwation. Its prolonged use is
liable to lead to degenerative changes in the heart, blood Ares-
sels, and secretory organs.

Profits from Dr. Pierce's Prescription.—At the trial in the
libel suit brought by the World's Dispensary Association
against the Curtis Publishing Company, the following figures
were given by Lee H. Smith, vice president of the company, re¬

garding the profits in the "Dr. Pierce's Favorite Prescription "

business since 1899: 1899, $167,425.08; 1900, $188,607.09;
1901, $113,725.27; 1902, $143,731.86 ; 1903, $192,222.93; 1904,
$78,241.72; 1905 (loss), $38,441.31. The sales from May,
1903, to May, 1904, amounted to $971,550.92; from May, 1904,
to May, 1905, $752,935.97; decrease, $218,614.95. Sales from
May, 1903, to December 31, 1903, Avere $585,735.41; and from
May, 1905, to December 31, 1005, $447,655.98; decrease, $138,-
080.43. Total decrease in tAventy months, $356,694.38.

Protection of Animals in Turkey.—The Constantinople cor¬

respondent of the Lancet states that the employment of senile,
debilitated or diseased horses has been forbidden. The Turks,
on the whole, are kind to animals, and at almost eA'ery house
in Stamboul there is a receptacle of some kind Avhich is kept
full of Avater for the use of the innumerable street dogs. The
Lancet states that a cabman Avho runs over one of these ani¬
mals while it is taking a nap in the middle of the street is
compelled to pay a fine, and that the Sultan is said to spend
a large sum annually in feeding the numerous stray dogs
round his kiosks and palaces.

Diagnosis of Liver Abscess.—Sexton says that more skill is
required in diagnosing abscess of the liver than in diagnosing
most other tropical diseases. The beginning of the abscess is
often so obscure and its development so insidious that at
times it is difficult to determine the presence of pus. Abscess
of the liver, he states, may be confounded Avith intermittent
malaria, typhoid feA'er, right-sided pleurisy, cancer of the
liver, gallstones, suppurating hydatid cyst, and many other
diseases.

Spermaceti to Help in Removal of Cysts.—Pozzi has re¬

cently called attention anew to the advantages of filling a

thin-walled cyst with spermaceti as an aid in its removal. He
ti ist recommended it several years ago in his Handbook of
Gynecology, and time has confirmed its value. The cyst is
evacuated as usual and rinsed out. Melted spermaceti is then
injected. By the next day the spermaceti inside the cyst has
cooled into a hard ball so that the cyst can then be shelled out
without the slightest difficulty.

Practice in Surgery.—Barbat, in the California State Journal
of Medicine, states that no individual should attempt to oper¬
ate Avho does not keep in constant training, either as an oper¬
ator or an assistant, because his results Avili be bad, and he
Avili bring legitimate surgery into disrepute.

Diet After Laparotomies.—Dr. W. B. Chase, in the American
Journal of Obstetrics, declares that the diet of patients after
abdominal section calls for the greatest circumspection. He ad¬
vises folloAving the rule that nourishment, by the mouth, be¬
fore the stomach retains or digests it, is positively harmful.

Survival of the Fittest.—Dr. S. M. Miller, Knoxville, Tenn.,
states that the influence of selection in the improA-ement of
strains is clearly obserA'ed along the entire developmental line
from the loAvest/visible organism to the highest order of physi¬
cal perfection.—Southern Med. and Surg.

Climatology.—Dr. F. G. Byles, Denver, declares that a phy¬
sician should not prescribe a drug or medicine the physiologic
action of which is unknown to him, and that it is equally im¬
portant that he understand the physiologic action of a climate
before prescribing for a patient in this respect.—Colorado Med.
Journal.

Prognosis in Alcoholic Insanity.—Dr. O L. Hamilton says
that in the more acute forms of alcoholic insanity it is always
best to give a guarded prognosis to the patient's family; at the
same time, he says, they should be encouraged by the statement
that a large percentage of these patients recoA'er.—Illinois
Med. Jour.

Society Proceedings
COMING MEETINGS.

American Medical Association, Boston, June 5-S.
State Medical Association of Texas, Fort AVorth, April 24-26.
Arizona Medical Association, Phoenix, April 24-25.
Medical and Chirurg. Faculty of Maryland, Baltimore, April 24-26.
Nebraska State Medical Association. Lincoln, May 1-3.
New Mexico Medical Association, Albuquerque, May 2.
American Therapeutic Society, New York City, May 3-5.
Oklahoma Medical Association, Oklahoma City, May 8.
Indian Territory Medical Association, Oklahoma City. May 8.
Utah State Medical Association, Salt Lake City, May 8 9.
Nevada State Medical Society, Reno, May 8-9.
Louisiana State Medical Society, New Orleans, May 8-10.
Arkansas Medical Society, Hot Springs, May 8-10.
Montana State Medical Association, Butte, May 9-10.
Kansas Medical Society, Topeka, May 9-11.
Ohio State Medical Association, Canton, Ohio, May 9-11.
American Climatological Assn., Atlantic City, N. J.. May 12-14.
American Assn. of Physicians, Washington, D. C, May 15· 16.
Missouri State Medical Association. Jefferson City, May 15-17.
Iowa State Medical Society, Des Moines, May 16-17.
North Dakota State Medical Association, Fargo, May 16-17.
New Hampshire Medical Society, Concord, May 17-18.
Amer. Assn. of Path, and Bacteriologists, Baltimore, May 18-19.
American Gynecological Society, Hot Springs, Va., May 22.
Illinois State Medical Society, Springfield, May 22-24.
South Dakota State Medical Association, Watertown, May 22-24.
Connecticut State Medical Society, New Haven, May 23-24.
Indiana State Medical Association, Winona Lake, May 23-25.
Michigan State Medical Society, Jackson, May 23-25.

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF TROPICAL MEDICINE.

Third Annual Meeting, held in Philadelphia, March 27, 1906.

Dr. James M. Anders in the Chair.

New Species of Parasite in Man.
Dr. Charles Wardell Stiles, U. S. P. H. and M.-H. Serv¬

ice, described a parasite Avhich is regarded as belonging to the
family of filaria. It measures from 32 to 52 millimeters in
length. It Avas found in Georgia and was taken from an ulcér¬
ation of the leg. The only parasite which it most nearly ap¬
proaches in similarity is one described for certain South Amer¬
ican birds. He regards it as a tropical or subtropical para¬
site, of Avhich Georgia will probably form the northern geo¬
graphical border. It is immature as it occurs in man, and
until the adult stage is observed he believes it impossible to
say much concerning it. He regards the infection a surgical
rather than a medical matter.

Dr. Judson Daland spoke of the prevalence of filaria on
the eastern coast of India. The hospitals, however, do not
shoAV as many cases of filariasis as Avould be expected. This
is because the patients do not apply promptly for aid.

Dr. Allan G. Smith questioned Avhether this neAV parasite
should be regarded as definite for man and suggested the pos¬
sibility of its presence in the local infection as accidental. He
thought it probably is related to the hook-AA'orm species. Had
it gotten into the general economy he thinks it would haA'e
grown to a larger size than that attained.

Malaria in the Tropics.
Col. William C Gorgas, Chief Sanitary Officer, Isthmus

of Panama, contributed this paper, Avhich Avas read by Dr.
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McFarland. Colonel Gorgas, since 1898, has served four years
in Cuba and two years at Panama, part of the time with
troops, but most of the time he has been connected Avith mu¬

nicipal sanitation. At Panama he is in charge of the yelloAV-
fever wards, and all non-immunes with fever from any cause

coming into Ancon Hospital are sent to these wards. The
larger proportion of such cases are malaria, about 200 ma¬
laria being treated per month. His experience has shown that
malaria in the tropics is by far the most important disease to
which tropical populations are subjected. While the per cent,
of fatalities is not nearly so great as from some other trop¬
ical disease, the degree of incapacity produced is much greater
than that from all other diseases combined. At Santiago,
while there Avere more deaths from yelloAV fever and typhoid
fhan from malaria, it was the latter disease which prostrated
the Army. Even at Havana, Avhere malaria Avas by no means

so general as Avould lie expected, a greater number of persons
died from malaria every year than from yellow fever. As a

result of their mosquito work in Havana, the deaths from
malaria, which for many years had averaged about 350, AA'ere
351 in 1901: 77 in 1902; about 50 in 1903: and since remained
at about 40.

He regards Panama as favorable a place for the development
of malaria as could be found. Three-fourths of the disability
among the laborers are due to malaria. To correct this the
greater effort was directed toward draining localities adja¬
cent to towns and dwellings. In places that could not be
drained oil was used very freely. An equally important meas¬
ure is the giving of prophylactic doses of quinin. Thorough
screening Avas also carried out. With 22,000 men on the pay¬
rolls during February, only 22 per 1,000 Avere incapacitated
every day on account of sickness, three-fourths of Avhich Avas

due to malaria. In his wards at Ancon he has personally
treated 1.055 cases of malaria in the last six months. In
each case blood examinations Avere made and the character of
(he parasite recorded. The estivo-autumnal variety predom¬
inated, but the attacks, in general, Avere mild and yielded easily
to treatment. Among the 1.055 cases there Avere only five
deaths. There haA'e been 20 cases of hemoglobinuric fever in
the past eight months. Avith only three deaths. The treatment
has been the persistent use of quinin, given for the first three
or four days hypodermically, but as soon as A'omiting ceases
it is given by the mouth : 20 grains in the twenty-four hours,
hypodermically, and 30 grains by the mouth, has been the
ordinary course pursued. As sanitary conditions are im-
proA'ed. Colonel Gorgas believes it a rational hope that ma¬
laria will decrease in the same ratio.

Clinical Notes on a Recent Epidemic of Dengue Fever.
Dr. Aristidks Agramonte, secretary of the Board of Infec¬

tious Diseuses. Havana, Cuba, contributed this paper, Avhich
was read by Dr. John M. Swan. He said that the city of
Havana and neighboring towns suffered from a AA'ell-marked
epidemic of dengue feA-er during last year. From the middle
of September to the first of December he personally attended
154 cases, and saw many others in consultation. He questions
whether the (liseuse may not be endemic there, assuming epi¬
demic form at long intervals. During the period referred to
he has seen but feAV children attacked and no infants. The
negree of immunity conferred by an attack of dengue he be¬
lieves is slight. He has seen four instances in Avhich the dis¬
ease reappeared in the same indiA'idual after an interval
which excluded the possibility of relapses.

All efforts to infect individuals by the bites of mosquitoes
previously applied to cases of dengue feA'er haA'e been unsuc¬
cessful. Notwithstanding this, the circumstantial evidence
is directly in favor of insect transmission, and he believes that
mosquitoes are responsible for the extensive and rapid propa¬
gation of the disease, and that the inability to demonstrate
this theory is due to incomplete technic. Finlay for twenty
years defended the same theory regarding yellow fever before
it was demonstrated. The spread of dengue fever occurs much
like that of yellow fever, from house to house, along the same
side of the street, attacking more frequently the members of
a family than the transient visitors. Observation of many
of the cases indicates an incubation period of from three to

seven days, but in one special case cited, the period of incu¬
bation seemed to be from thirty-six to fifty-six hours.

Cephalalgia, rachialgia and feA-er usher in the attack, and the
eruption may be observed in eight cases out of ten. Dr. Agra-
monte remarked on a feAV of the clinical features which, in his
opinion, have been treated with undeserved disdain or entirely
overlooked. Among these is the eruption, which is seen most
frequently. The character of the eruption is modified by the
patients' complexion and surface conditions. In the case of a

plethoric, blonde German woman the eruption was like that of
scarlatina. In the African it is most puzzling, and this race
has a marked degree of resistance against dengue feA'cr. Al¬
buminuria in a slight degree has been found in almost eA'ery
case, disappearing rapidly with defervescence. Exceptionally
the albumin in the urine has been in considerable quantity,
precipitating by the "heat-and-acid" test, but rarely contain¬
ing casts or epithelium. The early appearance of albumin in
dengue he suggested might be considered a differential sign
betAveen this disease and yelloAV fever. Observation of the
epidemic shoAA's that an attack of dengue IeaA'es the individual
a fit subject for the acquisition of other sCA'ere infections. The
mortality is regarded- as Ioav, for in an estimated population
of 266,000 only six or eight deaths were directly attributable
to dengue.

The diagnosis is not difficult when it is known that an

epidemic exists, but it is most easily mistaken for yellow
fever during the first forty-eight or seventy-tAvo hours. Faget's
sign is a fairly constant differential index ; in dengue the
tendency is for the pulse to correspond Avith the variation
in the degree of temperature, although there is sometimes a

comparatively sIoav pulse as a result of the generally depressed
condition. A most careful and painstaking examination of
cases can only help to differentiate those diseases.

Officers Elected.
Tne following officers AA'ere elected: President. Dr. Roland

G. Curtin, Philadelphia ; vice-presidents, Dr. Abraham Jac-
obi, New York; Dr. Aristides Agramonte, Havana, Cuba;
secretary, Dr. Joseph McFarland, Philadelphia; assistant sec¬

retary, Dr. John M. Swan, Philadelphia; treasurer, Dr. Whar-
ton Sinkler, Philadelphia; councilors, Dr. James M. Anders,
Dr. Judson Daland, Dr. Thomas H. Fenlon and Dr. B. F.
Stahl, all of Philadelphia.

CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.

Regular Meeting, held Feb. 21, 1906.
The President. Dr. P. K. Broavn, in the Chair.
Personal Experiences with Football Injuries.

Dr. R. L. Wilbur described the football injuries that had
come under his. care for the past six years (omitting 1903),
at the Leland Stanford, Jr., University. These included nearly
all of the severe injuries and a large proportion of the minor
ones. In the 8S individuals treated the most frequent injuries
Avere the folloAving: Fractures of the clavicle, 3; of both bones
of the leg, 3; of the nose. 5; of the ribs, 5; sprained ankles,
0 ; severe knee injuries, 21 ; muscle tears, 5. The majority of
the knee injuries were sufficiently seA'ere to be followed by an
effusion into the synovial sac. If seen within the first tAventy-
four hours these Avere treated by adhesive plaster tightly ap¬
plied to the slightly flexed knee, and by rest in bed, elevation
of the joint, cold locally, and a saline cathartic. After a feAV
days a second bandage Avas applied, and if the knee appeared
to be strong, a gap Avas left in the plaster posteriorly and the
patient Avas allowed to Avalk with the aid of a cane. In ten
days, in faA'orable cases, the player was able to do light work,
but for three weeks or more the knee cap and the lateral
portions of the joint Avere protected by adhesh'e plasters.

If the patient Avas not seen Avithin the first twenty-four
hours, a day elapsed before the adhesive bandage AA'as applied,
the treatment being otherwise practically the same as in the
former case.

Sprains of other joints were treated on much the same lines
as those of the knees. Muscle tears can be readily repaired by
applying plaster in the direction of the muscle fibers and
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binding them down Avith circular strips. After three to six
days, active Avork can be resumed without removing the band¬
age. In the author's experience early rest and ambulatory
treatment with adhesive bandages gives as good final results
as Avhere the injured muscles or joints are treated along more
conservative lines. The injuries seemed to follow "open plays"
about as frequently as "mass plays."

Dr. A. B. Spalding said that one reason why football in¬
juries are so frequent is that the coaches urge the players to
oA'erlook injuries of all kinds. Furthermore, when an injury
occurs, the coach does not allow the player to take proper
care of himself. He mentioned a case in Avhich a sarcoma de-
Aelopcd in a subcutaneous clot, apparently on account of lack
of care. The game should be more carefully supervised by
physicians. The open game is quite as dangerous as the closed
game.

Abdominal Exploration.
Dr. C. M. Cooper stated that the mortality in diagnostic

operations, even in large hospitals, is estimated at from one
to tAVO per cent., and that the mortality in private practice,
by unskilled operators, is unquestionably higher. He. believes
that the peritoneal adhesions Avhich sometimes follow these op¬
erations are less frequently due to the exploration itself than
to some condition of sepsis that was already present before the
operation. An exploratory operation should neA'er be under¬
taken until all other diagnostic means have been exhausted.
Many useless operations might thus be avoided. Further¬
more the diagnosis may not be cleared up by the exploratory
operation; and many patients have been closed up on account
of supposed cancer, Avhere the later developments showed that
some other condition Avas present. In spite of these objec¬
tions, exploratory operations are frequently indicated.

Examples of indications for operation are as follows:
Stomach trouble Avith continued absence of free hydrochloric
acid and the presence of lactic acid and the Oppler-Boas ba¬
cilli; or stomach trouble Avith continuous delay in emptying;
or dyspepsia developing in middle life that does not yield to
Avell-directed medical treatment, especially if anemia, wast¬
ing and occult blood in the stools are present.

Dr. F. B. Carpenter stated that continued pain is often an
indication in itself for an exploratory operation. Adhesions
may be found in such cases, and by breaking up these the
pain may be relieved.

Dr. Terry advocated a long incision for exploratory opera¬
tions long enough so that the operator may put his hand
through Avith comfort. Sometimes continued pain is due to
lesions of the solar plexus and surgical inteiwention is then
of no aA'ail.

Dr. George B. Somers belieA*es that the exact diagnosis is
often of less moment as a guide to operation than are gen¬
eral indications. For example, it makes very little differ¬
ence whether we operate on an ovarian or a tubai abscess. In
either case the operation is indicated.

MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA.
Regular Meeting, held March 19, 1906.

The President, Dr. Henry W. Cattell, in the Chair.
Quackery: What Are We Going to Do About It?

.

Mr. Champe S. Andreavs, counsel of the Medical Society of
the County of Netv York, described the laAvs of that state and
their successful application against illegal practitioners in the
metropolis, and gave suggestions for similar action in Phila¬
delphia. A great cause of surprise, he said, is the fact of the
different classes of society interested by the quack : The lawyer
from one view; the doctor from an entirely different stand¬
point; the student of religions from a still different view.
There is much to attract the sociologist and the criminologist.
Among the different branches of the healing art which the
quack takes up AA'ere mentioned those of the oculist, the hydro-
path, the electropath, the fraud pure and simple, who claims
to be a physician; the osteopath, the vitapath; the fraud
who practices on the consumptive poor; the so-called special¬
ist in diseases of men ; the patent-medicine quack.

Mr. Andrews recounted specific instances of quackery and of
arrests. One instance was that of a Mrs. Browning Weaver-
son, Avho belonged to a cult AA'hich claimed to cure disease
by the application of human AA'aste. The patient AA'as a woman,
60 years of age, Avith cancer of the leg. For five days a plas¬
ter, composed of human waste of the patient, had been ap¬
plied. Gangrene had set in and the patient Avas at the point
of death. Another was that of a Jew named Benjamin, Avho
practiced among the women of the East Side, claiming to have
a drug Avhich cured sterility. About 25 women had appeared
in court Avho had taken the drug, the effect of Avhich was to
cause a swelling of the abdomen.

The midwives were said to be the most difficult class of
quacks to convict. They are most effectively reached through
the postoffiee authorities. The water-cure fad seems to domi¬
nate the German section. A curious fact brought out in these
trials is that almost every quack when brought into court
has somebody who has been deceived into believing that they
have been greatly benefited. Among the electropaths AA'as one

Roher, Avho had established a diploma mill operating chiefly
among Swedish immigrants. Fifty of these graduates had
been convicted. Rohrer was himself the head of what might
be called the massage trust of New York. He is an example
of the men Avho use electricity and claim that they are free
from the medical laAV. In this class are the quacks who have
the so-called electric chair, electric shoes, electric trusses,
"magic boots," etc. An account was given of the quack avIio
had represented himself as being associated Avith the cele¬
brated Dr. Koch. Action has been brought against him
Avhich will make impossible the existence of the Koch lung
institutes.

A case of special interest was that of a carpenter, rejected
for life insurance on account of a slight condition of the
kidneys, who had fallen into the hands of one Kane AA'ho
Avas professing to cure by the use of radium. He greatly
exaggerated the man's condition, but said that if he could
afford to buy of him a certain quantity of radium, which
AA-ould cost $10,000, he could cure him. The man actually did
get together $9,872, which he paid the quack, being treated for
about a year. An arrest folloAA'ed for grand larceny and the
man is noAv serving a term in the penitentiary. A vial filled
Avith greenish colored fluid, claimed to be the so-called radium,
and Avhich had been taken from the safe of the quack, Avas
shoAvn. The vial was about an inch and a quarter in diam¬
eter, and the part AA'hich Avas said to cost $10,000 Avas about
an inch in depth.

The professional abortionist xvill not give drugs because
this makes his conviction easy. Mr. AndreAvs said that Avhen
every state shall have a comprehensiA'e medical law the pro¬
fession will have a medical instrument Avhich will enable'
them to check the practice of almost every class of medical
quackery, except the man who is a charlatan inside of his own

profession. In referring to the attitude of the neAvspapers
toward quackery, it was the opinion of Mr. AndreAvs that in
their acceptance of the advertisements of the so-called special¬
ists in diseases of men, abortionists and patent-medicine deal¬
ers, actiA'e assistance is given to the evil. He believes the
time will come Avhen the newspapers will be obliged to giA-e up
these advertisements, as some are now voluntarily doing. The
President of the Board of Health of NeAV York has sent to the
County Society over 100 complaints against illegal practi¬
tioners. A police officer is detailed to the AA'ork of the society
and does nothing else. The court sets aside a day in the
week for the trial of these cases. There is the problem of
much Avork to be done Avith but a small amount of money,
but Mr. AndreAA-s believes that the profession of New York
will awake to the necessity of asking the general public to
contribute toAvard the carrying on of the AA'ork which in reality
affects the general public more than the profession. While
much has been accomplished, Mr. Andrews believes that if the
work Avere neglected for tAvelve months the city Avould be
again overrun with quacks. He belieA'es there should be some

organized body behind the movement, some concentric effort
made to enforce the laws. He urges the formation of an or¬

ganized body with a charter under the general corporation
laAvs of one of the states. Should the American Medical Asso-
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eiation, organized as it now is in every state of the Union,
undertake the splendid AA'ork of suppressing the quack, he be¬
lieves the effort would be attended with much success.

discussion.

Dr. Samuel G. Dixon, Health Commissioner of the State of
Pennsylvania, thought the time has come Avhen the members
of the profession should present to the legislature a bill em¬

powering the State Medical Examining Board to revoke the
license of a physician practicing as a charlatan or a quack.
Physicians should take as much pride in having a high stand¬
ard of honesty and honor in the profession as do the members
of the Bar. In bis opinion the laAv-makers are ready to pass
laws forbidding the sale of medicine unless the formula is
printed in full.

Dr. John B. Rorerts did not belieA'e that the patent-medi¬
cine or quack evil is entirely a disease of the community, but
a disease, to a certain extent, of the medical profession. The
ease with Avhich the public is duped by those Avhom intelli¬
gent men in general call quacks, is partly the result of quack-
ish men in the professional ranks. The essence of quackery
is a boastful assertion of skill and infallibility, and a desire
to obtain large sums of money for treating disease. The sick
often seek the advertising doctor and believe the false asser¬

tions of the patent-medicine label, because they have found
the medical men known to them to be incapable, inefficient,
or so exorbitant in fees that help seems impossible at their
hands. The family Avhich can obtain efficient medical aid for
a moderate fee near its home does not often drift into the
hands of the recognized quacks.

The college which graduates an ignoramus, the state exam¬

ining board which gives a license to an unfit applicant, and
the physician who places an unjust value on his services, or
Avho deceives his confiding patient are potent agents in en¬

couraging quackery. Some years ago, he said, the alumni
of A-arious medical schools were obliged to compel their alma
maters to stop the output of half-educated graduates, and the
profession has had need to be on the alert that medical exam¬

ining boards do not permit improper men to obtain licenses to
practice. These sources of supply of quasi physicians, Dr.
Roberts said, have noAV been pretty satisfactorily cheeked.
There remain, however, the secret remedy prescribers, the
commission-giving consultant, and the big fee doctors to be
disciplined by the medical profession itself.

Dr. Henry Beates said that the inability to successfully
carry out the prosecution of quacks is due to the feebleness of
the act of Assembly goA-erning such matters. Efforts have been
made to so amend the present law that to the usual fine there
should be added a term in the penitentiary; also conferring
the poAver to revoke the license of a practitioner who carries
out quackish methods. These attempts to elevate the stand¬
ard have met Avith opposition from every commercial medical
college in the state of Pennsylvania. Dr. Beates strongly
urged the organization of a movement to correct the evil
of quackery.

Thomas W. Barloav, Esq., of the Philadelphia Bar, said
that if an organized effort Avere made to prosecute offenders
in Philadelphia as is being done in NeAV York, there must of
necessity be a change in the police rule; for, while in New
York a day each yveek is given by the courts to the Avork of
the society, in Philadelphia, Avere an arrest made, it would
take from thirty to sixty days to secure an indictment and
probably six months to obtain conviction.

Dr. S. Solis Cohen said that it is especially difficult to
control the evil Avhen men who are looked up to as leading
lights, founders of colleges, etc., use their political influence
against the effort. The medical profession, as a Avbole, and
the medical press in particular, are not free from contamina¬
tion Avith the patent-medicine evil. He expressed the hope
that those interested, not of the medical profession, Avili point
out to the neAvspapers the Avrong they are doing in printing
objectionable adA'ertisements. Until the medical press is clean,
the profession can not work in this direction. He doubts
Avhether the American Medical Association is the body to lead
in an organized movement against quackery, although it might
properly co-operate Avith a national body, such as Mr. An-
dreAvs suggested, and that it Avould be quite proper for the

Philadelphia County Medical and other bodies of physicians
interested in the work to co.-operate individually and collect¬
ively with such an organization. Regarding the suggestion
of so amending the medical laws that a license may be re¬
voked, he thought it Avould be injudicious to place such power
in the hands of any other body than a court of law, and that
a license should be revoked only by order of court after a
full judicial hearing.

Dr. Persifor Frazer said that there are many quacks in
geology and chemistry as in medicine. They are not, hoAvever,
so well known. He endorsed the suggestions made by Mr.
Andrews.

Therapeutics
fit is the aim of this department to aid the general practi¬

tioner by giving practical prescriptions and, in brief, methods
of treatment for the diseases seen especially in every-day prac¬
tice. Proper inquiries concerning general formulae and out¬
lines of treatment are answered in these columns.]

Scarlet Fever.
In the treatment of scarlet fever, O F. Shollenberger, in the

Denver Medical Times, states that there is no disease of in¬
fancy and childhood in which so much care is necessary in the
treatment as scarlet fever. The important things to observe
are to prevent complications and sequela?, which so frequently
arise during the convalescent period of scarlet fever unless ex¬

ceedingly great care is observed. The patient should be in¬
structed to remain in bed at least a week after the tempera¬
ture has entirely subsided, and to continue on a liquid diet,
preferably milk, for two weeks longer. During the active
stage of the disease, whether mild or severe, the secretions from
the nose, throat and mouth should be removed on pieces of
linen and immediately burned. The fecal and urinary dis¬
charges should be disinfected, and any discharge from the ear
after being removed by absorbent cotton should at once be
destroyed. All linens, towels and bedding should receive thor¬
ough disinfection before being taken from the room. The
feeding utensils should be properly sterilized, and after the
removal of the patient the sickroom should be thoroughly dis¬
infected by means of sulphur or formaldehyd gas. For the
purpose of disinfecting the bed, furniture and feeding utensils,
a strong solution of carbolic acid, 1 to 20, or corrosive sub¬
limate, 1 to 200, should be used. All books and toys which
have been in the sickroom should be thoroughly disinfected or

destroyed. Failure to observe any or all of these precautions
has produced a great many deaths.

The atmosphere of the sickroom should be kept pure and
fresh and at a temperature of from 65 to 70 F., avoiding all
exposure to draughts, either directly or indirectly. This au¬
thor recommends that a sponge bath be given to the patient
once or twice a day, and that during the period of desquama¬
tion or at any time Avhen excessive pruritus is present, some
soothing lotion should be applied to the entire body. For this
purpose he recommends the following combination:

R. Menthol .gr.  165
Unguenti zinci oxidi.Jss 15
Lanolini q. s. ad to make.Ji 30|M. Ft. unguentum. Sig.: Apply locally to the surface of

the body.
The diet, of course, should be nutritious but mild, as has

already been stated, consisting preferably of milk.
The medicinal treatment must be symptomatic, as no spe¬

cific treatment has yet been discovered. Hydrotherapy is the
best means of reducing the temperature, applied in the form
of cold sponging, the cold wet pack or cold bath, depending on
the individual ease. Ice bags applied to the head are very
serviceable. In giving the bath Shollenberger advises that the
Avater be at first made lukeAA'arm and gradually cooled until
the desired temperature is reached. If active delirium is pres¬
ent and can not be controlled by hydrotherapy, potassium
bromid or chloral hydrate may be given internally. In the
treatment of the throat older children and adults may use
some mild antiseptic gargle, Avhile in young children spraying
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